MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF UNDERSKIDDAW PARISH

10th May 2016 at 14:05 in Underskiddaw Village Hall
With  Jim Wilson, Chairman of Underskiddaw Parish Council in the Chair

Five residents were present together with the chairman and Clerk to the Parish Council, all parish councillors and C/Cllr M Grainger,  
1. Welcome & Introductions
Cllr J Wilson welcomed those present to the meeting.

2. Apologies
None received 

3. The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12th May 2015
 Were read and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.


4. Report from the Chairman
The report covered the period 1st April 2015-31st March 2016.   

The Council met 6 times during the pasty year and the meetings were well attended by your Councillors. The Council were all up for re-election last year and were dually re-elected unaposed.

Our meetings are generally attended by our Allerdale B.C. Councillor Malcolm Grainger and we are grateful for his input and help with matters appertaining to Allerdale. Our Cumbria C.C. is Alan Bowness.

The public is welcome to attended all of our meetings, and is given the opportunity to raise matters under Public Participation.

Finances

 In 2015-2016 the precept was £4625:00 a significant increase on previous years of 40%. The rational for this increase is to build a security buffer in light of the possible cap at 2% on precept increases by Parish Councils in the future, and in addition to cover the reduction in The Council Tax reduction scheme which has been reducing year on year .In addition the budget increase had to cover the cost of a possible election of cost of which would have been in excess of four figures. Expenditure remained similar to last year.

Highways.  

We have had concerns about speed limits on the A 591 .C.C.C. thought a speed limit was not appropriate. Recently the white lining on the road have been changed creating a safer situation.

We would still be happier with a 50 or 40 mph limit.

Minor roads in the Parish are still in need of repairs in several places, a situation greatly aggravated by the floods of 5th Dec. 2015. C.C.C. are under extreme pressure to rectify the flood damage throughout the County, so we live in hope.

Planning

The Sewage Works. We still have on going concerns regarding this eyesore in our Parish. Landscaping features have been put in place but they are perfectly in adequate in the winter.

We still have dialog with United Utilities and have not given up on a satisfactory solution.

The new estate on the Sheep Dog field is well underway despite some dreadful weather We propose to issue an information pack to all new residents in our Parish.

The new theatre extension at Keswick School is not in our Parish, but the visual impact of this huge black box certainly is. The reply to our concerns from The LDSPB were that it was designed in accordance with the principals laid down by the Roman Architect Vitruvius; Durability, Function and Aesthetics. Maybe the way was lost during translation. One does wonder what the LDSPB and Keswick Council were thinking when they approved this eyesore. Nothing seems to have been learnt by The Sewage Works debachal.
The Underscar Manor continues to be renovated by Mr Brown with various planning alterations being granted including a new Biomass Boiler plant to the south of the estate.

Other planning applications approved were:

· White Craggs Brundholme Rd. Local needs dwelling.
· Skiddaw Bank Millbeck .New Garage
· Scotts Pine Brundholme Rd. Replacement windows.
· Crookalty Millbeck. Solar panels.
· Applewick  Applethwaite. New kitchen.
· Whitestones Underskiddaw Bed room alterations.
· Ormathwaite Hall. New vehicular access.
· Village Hall Defibrillator fitted to outside wall.
· Cragside Applethwaite.Extension front and side.

United Utilities propose to bring The Thirlmere to west Cumbria Pipe line through our Parish.

Should this be approved then the potential for major disruption is a concern. This would start in 2017

And there is the possibility of planning gains as compensation. e.g. new off road path alongside A591.

Website.

We now have super fast broadband available in our Parish. The Website is regularly updated by our Parish Clerk, and all Agendas, Minutes Etc are available to all. There is also a link to The Village Hall website.

Bulk Oil Buying Scheme

The scheme is coordinated by Joe Saxon and has over 40 members. It recently reached a milestone by delivering its 250,000 gallon. New members are welcome. thank you Joe.

John Crosbie at Birketwood is our first responder and we now have defibrillators at his house,

Calvert Trust and The Village Hall.

The Council is represented on The Derwent 7 Committee by myself and we have a representative on the Neighbourhood forum.

Geoff Davies represents The Allerdale Parishes on the National Park Authority.We receive regular up dates from him.

Finally thank you to all the Councillors for their continued support and especially to Becx for keeping us all in order and for the efficient way she carries out all her duties.
5. Questions and Open Discussion

Q: Would Underskiddaw Parish Council consider sending a letter in objection to the current proposals laid out by the Success Regime for Keswick Hospital.
Resolved that such a letter be sent.

Q: The School Theatre Building- This appears very visually obvious and is impacting on the landscape, could the LDNPA be asked to bear in mind visual impact of possible developments on neighbouring parishes and if necessary consult these parishes. 

A: This issue has already been raised with the LDNPA who have agreed to bear this in mind in future. 

Q: Date & Time of AGM- Residents requested that consideration be given to publishing this in the Keswick Reminder in future, and consideration of holding the meeting at a different time of day to make it more accessible to those that work.

A: That this issue would be noted & bourne in mind in future.

Q: Millbeck Lane- The condition of this road is ever deteriorating and is down to cobbles in place, work needs to be done ASAP to repair this road.

A: The Clerk has received an email from CCC stating that the resurfacing of this road is on the schedule for 17/18.

Q: Drains- Drain issue are regularly reported but no action is ever taken.

Action: A/BC Cllr M Grainger to raise these two issues with C/CC Cllr A Bowness.

Q: A resident requested it be noted that she was pleased with how swiftly a street light that had gone out was dealt with by the relevant authorities following her reporting it using the phone number and reference number on the light in question. 

Q: The trees that have recently been felled on the top road, who was this work undertaken by? And will on-going monitoring take place of these trees in case any other deteriorate?

A: The Parish Council reported the issue to CCC who undertook the necessary works.

Q: Is there any further news on when Millbeck Bridge will re-open? It was noted that the diversion for pedestrians was working better now the appropriate signage had been installed. It was noted that apparently two large boulders that did form part of the abutment walls have been dislodged and need to be re-instated.

A; The Clerk informed the meeting that an 18month Road Closure order has now been put in place. The Clerk will update with any further news as it is received.

Q: Is there any additional information on when/what is going to be done about Gale Road.

A: The Clerk informed the meeting that the remainder of Gale Road has been included in the CCC list of works required as a result of Storm Desmond. The works that were required by the timber extraction company had been completed prior to Desmond striking.
Cllr J Wilson thanked everyone for attending.

Meeting closed 14:22 
